PRAYER – Trinity 20th Sept – Helen Laurenson

Loving and compassionate God,

Who will wipe away every tear  

And make all things new,

We bring before you our prayers for others and for ourselves,
You have searched us and known us – you discern our thoughts from far away … you know our needs before we ask. 
We pray for our troubled  world – where the horror of terrorism and warfare are brought before us each day – We remember those individuals and families who have suffered disaster and violence in their lives, for those who grieve  unexpected and tragic deaths. 
We pray for those who mourn – for those who are facing loneliness, depression and frailty; for the worried or anxious or ill, for those who are undergoing difficult and painful medical treatments; for those who live with disabilities which make them feel separated from others in the community.  
We pray for children who are unloved, and cruelly abused.  You, who know when each sparrow falls and who number the very hairs on our heads, help us to care for our children and our young people - to listen to their voices and hear what they are saying to us. 

We ask that you will bless Alf and Fleur in their future life-journey and that you will bless the planning for future ministry in this place..

In silence we name to You those people who are known to us and have need of prayer, remembering those who are part of this community of faith and who cannot be with us this morning …

Merciful God, we ask that you will comfort, heal and sustain all those who are troubled at this time, May they feel your hand leading them and your right hand holding them fast; may they find peace of mind, trusting in your great goodness and love. 

When we see compassion, care, and comfort offered to those in need, we thank you for those glimpses of your love for all humankind expressed in action, knowing that you are always with us. 
When we sometimes feel alone and lost, as the darkening world seems to pass by, uncaring, may we feel your healing presence with us as Comforter, strengthening and reassuring that each of us is loved and precious in your sight.
Help us and people everywhere to share with justice and peace the resources of the earth.  May issues which affect the people and land of Aotearoa may be discussed with understanding, tolerance and concern for all those affected.  
May the process and the outcome reflect your love for all people and the concern that human rights be honoured.  We pray for all who in your name seek to bring peace and healing, reconciliation and hope in an ever-changing world.
We ask these things in the name of Jesus the Christ, our leader and our guide, who challenged our human assumptions about authority and leadership.  Help us to see how loving service, sacrifice and non-violence can be expressed in our response to life, as it was in his,    AMEN
